
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) SAFETY PLAN AND PROCEDURES 

On April 27, 2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation allowing churches to resume in-

person services. However, the Proclamation requires churches to have measures in place to 

prevent or minimize the spread of the virus and to protect its parishioners. With that in mind, 

the Council has approved the following guidelines which will enable us to resume our in-person 

services as safely and as expeditiously as is possible under the present circumstances.  

PARKING 

Parking will be the same as usual. While some parking lots are requiring an empty parking space 

between parked vehicles, we do not have enough parking spaces to do that. We encourage you 

to maintain the 6’ social distancing as you get out of or return to your vehicle. 

ENTERING CHURCH 

We would like everyone to enter through the West doors facing the parking lot. Obviously there 

are pinch points or funnels at the entryway, the foyer, and the stairs leading up to the 

sanctuary. Please be conscious of these areas and try to maintain the 6’ social distancing as you 

enter the church building and make your way to the sanctuary. We will have someone outside 

to answer any questions and to hold the door for everyone in an effort to limit the number of 

contacts with the door handles. We do not want to limit our fellowship in the foyer; but with 6’ 

distancing, the size of the foyer, and the number of people entering the church in a short period 

of time, it is prudent to limit your time in the foyer and proceed up to the sanctuary.  

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Governor’s Proclamation still requires 6’ distancing even in church and even during the 

worship service.   

(1) We will have every other pew roped off in order to have approximately 6’ between 

parishioners from front to back. Within each pew, families may sit together and family 

members do not have to sit 6’ apart. However, for singles or couples, there should only 

be one or two people on each end of the pew with the middle of each pew being left 

open to maintain 6’ distancing from the others in the pew.  

(2) We will not have song books or Bibles in the pew racks so that we will not have to 

sanitize them after every service. The songs will be displayed on the screens and we 

encourage you to bring your own Bibles from home. 

(3) The offering plates will not be passed down the rows. We will have offering plates on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary for your donations and tithes. 

(4) We will not have a Children’s Message or, if we do, the children will not go to the front 

of the church and will not receive candy. 

(5) Similar to the flu season, we will not be shaking hands during the service and Pastor 

Aaron and the Elders will not be shaking hands at the bottom of the stairs after the 

service. 



(6) At the conclusion of the service, we will use ushers to dismiss the sanctuary by rows, 

similar to the conclusion of a wedding, simply to avoid congestion and to maintain 6’ 

distancing. Please exit down the stairs and into the foyer. Please do not exit through 

the front of the sanctuary (by the organ and drums), 

(7) As you leave the service, we do not want to discourage fellowship but again we do not 

want people congregating in the foyer. We would encourage you to visit outside and to 

maintain social distancing. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS  

(1) We will not be offering a nursery. If you come to the service and want to use the nursery 

with your child, that is fine. We only ask that you limit the number of church toys that you 

play with and that you leave those toys in a pile in the middle of the nursery so that we 

can properly sanitize them before placing them back in the toybox. 

(2) We will not have coffee-time after the service. 

(3) We will not have Sunday School. 

(4) We will have hand sanitizer in the foyer although we still encourage you to bring your 

own hand sanitizer for your and your family’s use.  We will not have any other forms of 

personal protective equipment. If you prefer to wear a mask or gloves, you will need to 

bring your own from home. While we are not requiring masks to be worn during the 

service, the IDPH and the CDC encourage the use of a mask.  

(5) You may pick up your mail from the mailboxes, but please be mindful of social distancing 

as this is another area of close quarters. 

(6) If you hang your coat on one of the hangers in the foyer, when you retrieve your coat 

after the service, we ask that you place the hanger on the shelf above the hangers so that 

we will only have to sanitize the “used” hangers. 

(7) The drinking fountain will be shut down. 

(8) The sanctuary, foyer, and foyer bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected after each 

Sunday. We will also have to clean any other areas of the church where people have 

been. If at all possible, we ask that you do not exit through the front of the sanctuary (by 

the organ and drums), do not to go into the basement, and do not use any bathrooms 

other than those in the foyer; otherwise it will necessitate more cleaning and disinfecting. 

(9) We are a family and we look forward to the time when we can all meet together again 

without restrictions or limitations. If you are in the “vulnerable” or “at risk” categories, if 

you have children who may not understand social distancing, if you have been 

experiencing any symptoms consistent with Covid-19, or if you are not yet comfortable 

meeting in larger groups, we understand and we recommend that you participate though 

our video services until the situation has improved to the point that you feel comfortable 

with your return. 
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